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Author's Notes

John Dryzek uses a radical definition of citizenship to outline a transnational public sphere
where politics occurs at one remove from the institutions of government. This concise,
clearly written guide examines Dryzek's arguments including key concepts such as the de-
traditionalisation of societies through globalisation, and the transnational public sphere. If
you enjoyed this ebook, look out for Jiirgen Habermas and Deliberative Democracy, John
Rawls and Deliberative Democracy, Deliberative Democracy Basics, and Deliberative
Democracy Essentials. All of which are available through Amazon, The iBookstore,

Smashwords, and all good ebooks vendors.

Dryzek’s Deliberative Democracy Theory

This guide examines John Dryzek’s deliberative democracy theory and some of the criticisms
levelled against it. I argue that Dryzek, while detailing a strong model of transnational
citizenship and a compelling argument for transnational deliberative politics, presents only a
weak conception of transnational democracy. Dryzek presents his theory in three instalments,
and the discussion will follow them in their order of publication. In the first text, Democracy
in Capitalist Times (1996), he outlines the difficulties that capitalist political economies
present to democratic practice, and argues that the state is no longer the sole site for
democracy and democratization. In this text, he gives a detailed account of the challenges
democracy faces, and the conditions under which it will flourish. In the second text,
Deliberative Democracy and Beyond (2000), he gives a detailed description of his preferred
model of deliberative democracy, presenting his arguments through a critique of democratic
theory and practice. In the third and final text, Deliberative Global Politics (2006), he

outlines his theory of a transnational deliberative democracy.
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Democracy and Capitalism

Dryzek argues that the sustainability of capitalist democracy is under pressure because of the

tension between capitalism and democracy,

Democracy under capitalism is hard to sustain because of the grave-digging
individuals that capitalism increasingly produces. ...Public choice theorists
have demonstrated that a politics of unconstrained strategy in pursuit of
individual desires is an incoherent mess in which policy outcomes are
arbitrarily connected to public preferences, responding instead to the narrow
self-interest of politicians, bureaucrats and concentrated interests (Dryzek,

1996, p. 145).

He concludes that it is no longer possible for capitalism to underpin future democratisation,
or to sustain systems of democratic control. The only democratic alternative, according to
Dryzek, is a democracy based on communicative rationality (Dryzek, 1996, p. 146). Having
examined democratic thought under the constraints of a capitalist political economy (p. vii),
he embarks upon a critique of deliberative thought (Dryzek, 2000, p. v) from which emerges
a theory of deliberative democracy that is transnational in nature and is centred on political

activity in civil society and the public sphere.

The foundation of Dryzek's deliberative theories is presented in Democracy in Capitalist
Times (1996), where he expresses a preference for some democratic systems and outlines

conditions within which democratic principles can flourish,

There are many sites in which democracy can be pursued, and different kinds of democracy
may turn out to be appropriate to different sites. Still, I shall make arguments about the kinds
of democracy worth pursuing, on behalf of a democracy that is deliberative, rather than
aggregative, republican rather than liberal, communicative rather than strategic, disrespectful

of the boundaries of political units, pursued in civil society



